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CORE STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT – CONSULTATION ON SCOPE OF SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
The Green Party in Wirral welcomes this opportunity to respond to this important initiative of the Council which clearly recognises the economic, social and environmental constituents of sustainability.

We believe that the scope of the sustainability appraisal should have at its core recognition of the following key factors:

A. That our current consumption of fossil fuels is wholly unsustainable and is contributing to substantial climate change. This has direct implications for Wirral’s long-term future.

B. That our dependence on fossil fuels is not just environmentally unsustainable but also economically unsustainable as resource depletion, especially in relation to oil and gas, will inevitably lead to further rapid price escalation and undermine our local economy as currently configured. 

Within that framework it should be a matter of urgency that we prioritise the following:

A. That we rigorously assess our current energy use and do all that we can to minimise our consumption of energy. This has particular implications for how we travel and heat our buildings.

B. That we do all that we can to facilitate energy production from renewable sources. Locally this has important implications in terms of exploiting Wirral’s advantageous position vis-à-vis wind and wave power. We must also do all that we can to promote micro-power generation at the individual household/business level.

C. That we examine carefully our existing and future land use to ensure that all new buildings are constructed on a zero carbon emissions basis and that existing greenbelt land is protected, recognising that future energy scarcity means that far more of our food will need to be grown locally. 

Within the context of the above we would make the following specific points:

1.   As one of the major Councils of the U.K., Wirral needs to set a leading example now to explicitly commit itself to local action to reduce the rate of global warming. It must do all within its power and considerable resources to press the UK government to establish a comprehensive system of information and education to convince us all of personal responsibility and the need for wholesale cooperation. It should also press the government to make much better use of our taxation system to achieve environmental goals.

2.  The Council needs to appoint dedicated senior staff to monitor and report on the present status of energy conservation and efficiency measures throughout the borough. Attention needs firstly to focus on insulation and heating regimes for all public service buildings. Secondly, to investigate the status of private households and businesses for energy efficiency, prioritising the homes of the elderly and the socially disadvantaged. The Council should also adopt much stricter standards in respect of modifications/extensions to existing properties, recognising that these invariably lead to increased energy consumption. Finally, we need to ensure that national standards for energy efficiency, while they may be inadequate, are at least rigorously enforced within Wirral, as this is certainly not the case at present.

3.  Our traditional dependence upon coal, oil and gas as sources of power cannot continue indefinitely as rising demand and depleted supplies force prices ever upwards. Serious support is vital to develop renewable and more benign forms of energy generation. Wirral should aim to become a beacon council for facilitating micro-power generation 

4.  In social and environmental terms our current transport policy is wholly inadequate. In transport Wirral is fortunate in being a compact, densely populated area. As such the overwhelming use of the motorcar for private transport is especially disappointing. There is much the Council could do to alter this. To begin with all existing plans to expand the local road network should be scrapped as this only increases traffic volumes and entrenches the dominance of the motorcar. Capital funds saved should be used instead to improve and expand the existing rail network. The economics of transport locally need to be altered radically to favour public transport and deter car use. The Council should aim to reduce the provision of and increase the cost of car parking and invest the extra revenues in public transport provision. Traffic speeds need to be urgently addressed, as this is the main deterrent to pedestrians and cyclists. All residential roads should have a maximum speed of 20 mph. The Home zone network should be aggressively expanded. Maximum speeds on all non-residential roads should be reduced and vigorously enforced. More funds should be invested in promoting cycling through enhanced cycle training and improved facilities for cyclists, especially at all places of employment. We would point out that similar policies have increased journeys by bicycle to 11% in Germany, 19% in Denmark and 23% in the Netherlands compared with around 1% in Wirral. Generally, we need to make far better provision for cyclists and public transport users as motoring will inevitably become much more expensive in the future due to the escalating cost of oil.

5.  Managing waste is a challenge as a 3% annual increase is regularly reported as well as the more toxic composition which receives less publicity - traditionally regarded locally as a problem, our waste has been disposed of as cheaply as possible by dumping in a local landfill. More consideration of integrated systems of waste management being successfully practised elsewhere in the UK must be a priority. Serious public debate on the obstacles to apply similar methods for Merseyside are long overdue. The Council through its representation on the Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority is well placed to press for positive action, as the region is a poor performer in making our waste something of value. Apart from our responsibility to manage our waste without exporting it for another community to accept, we face enormous charges because of the accelerating landfill tax. The Council should also encourage the government to do much more to reduce the generation of waste..

6. Housing. As a highly populated peninsula community there are limits on available land for new developments. Opportunities exist to restore vacant waste land that is suitable for mixed residential development. Green open spaces and their adequate protection and maintenance should be a priority and the advisory work of the Green Belt Council for Wirral merits support and encouragement.

7. Poor quality street cleaning and public health services, especially at our coastal “resorts” and in our crowded town centres are a disgrace. This creates resentment and dissatisfaction about the Council Tax. The adequate provision and location of litter bins, and public toilets will cost money as will the daily improved management of litter removal and washing down.

8.  A general audit of what play and leisure services and facilities are now available to children and young people is needed. An essential aspect is the presence of professional adult leadership and supervision, both outdoor and indoor.

9. Smaller families today impact upon the reduced demand for school places. All local authorities now face conflict, having to deal with issues relating to class sizes, staffing, equipment and facilities. In the private sector, parents choose to purchase the best for their children. We believe this is basically about a much closer relationship between teachers and their pupils, and supervision available with smaller classes. If this is true then if we want a better education for all our children, and we have to be ready to pay more for it.

10. Our heritage. The protection, maintenance and restoration of our heritage properties and sites will require more resources.
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