3 Lingdale Road

West Kirby

CH48 5DG

February 6, 2007

FAO Andrew Fraser

 

Dear Mr Fraser,

Thank you very much for the draft report on the core strategy workshops. The Green Party would like to stress one important omission from this document.

Our original submission indicated that we believe the scope of the sustainability appraisal should have at its core the following key factor:

That our dependence on fossil fuels is not just environmentally unsustainable but also economically unsustainable as resource depletion, especially in relation to oil and gas, will inevitably lead to further rapid price escalation and undermine our local economy as currently configured. 

This broadly relates to the concept of peak oil and its implications for our economic way of life, in particular how people and goods are transported and also how we feed ourselves given the vast quantity of oil consumed in the production, processing and transportation of food. This concept is only just beginning to enter the public consciousness but we believe that within the near term it will have major implications for our economic wellbeing given the abundant evidence suggesting the world is at or close to a peak in oil production. In particular I would refer you to www.theoildrum.com for further reading.

A key question we need to ask is how would Wirral cope with a rapid escalation in oil prices or even a cessation in supplies due to geopolitical factors. I’m sure you would agree that we are extremely ill prepared for such an eventuality. Given the likelihood of a new oil shock within the next decade it would be remiss if your review did not at least consider this question and what steps could be taken to minimise its impacts. 

Unfortunately, the concept of peak oil and its implications are not even mentioned within the draft document. We hope this can be addressed and that further consideration to this vital issue can be undertaken as your consultation continues.

One final, unrelated point. It has not gone unnoticed among our members how inaccessible Wallasey Town Hall is for public transport users. Given the topic under review it would seem wholly sensible that future workshops should be located at venues that minimise car use and provide better options for those who do not travel by car.

Patrick Cleary

on behalf of Wirral Green Party. Tel: 632 5366, 

email, wirralgreenparty@merseymail.com

