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Energy input/energy produced, USA
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Population trends, Saudi Arabia
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Population trends, UK
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These figures (1) indicate the average probability of 
reaching an increase of 2 degrees. 

400 ppm = 28%
475 ppm = 64%
550 ppm = 82%

The current level is 382 ppm and is rising by 1.5-2 ppm
per annum.

The current EU target aims to stabilise carbon dioxide 
concentrations at 550ppm

(1): Malte Meinshausen, 2006. What Does a 2°C Target Mean for Greenhouse Gas Concentrations? A Brief Analysis Based on 
Multi-Gas Emission Pathways and Several Climate Sensitivity Uncertainty Estimates. In Hans Joachim Schellnhuber (Ed in 
Chief). Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change. Cambridge University Press.
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Governments are fully aware of this contradiction…

“with an atmospheric CO2 stabilisation concentration of 550ppm, temperatures 
are expected to rise by between 2°C and 5°C”
DEFRA, 2003. The Scientific Case for Setting a Long-Term Emission 
Reduction Target.

“a limit closer to 450ppm or even lower, might be more appropriate to meet a 
2°C stabilisation limit.”
HM Government, March 2006. Climate Change: The UK Programme 2006.

“ A concentration of 550ppm would produce ‘at least a 77 per cent chance—
and perhaps up to a 99 per cent chance, depending on the climate model used—
of a global average temperature rise exceeding 2
The Stern Report, Economics of Climate Change, pp. iii, 295.

“to have a reasonable chance to limit global warming to no more than 2°C, 
stabilisation of concentrations well below 550 ppm CO2 equivalent may be 
needed.”
Council of the European Union, 11th March 2005. Information note 7242/05. 
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World Fish Stocks, 2004
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for ORNL (April 2006)for ORNL (April 2006)
Dr Michael R. Smith, EnergyfilesDr Michael R. Smith, Energyfiles

How many countries past peak?
PolandPoland

AustriaAustria

GermanyGermany

BulgariaBulgaria

USAUSA

BahrainBahrain

Israel/PalestineIsrael/Palestine

RomaniaRomania

IranIran

Trinidad & Tobago Trinidad & Tobago 

MyanmarMyanmar

GhanaGhana

TunisiaTunisia

ChileChile

CroatiaCroatia

BosniaBosnia

SerbiaSerbia

MoroccoMorocco

PeruPeru

Albania Albania 

SpainSpain

CameroonCameroon

GreeceGreece

HungaryHungary

BeninBenin

NetherlandsNetherlands

TaiwanTaiwan

Congo KinshasaCongo Kinshasa

JordanJordan

Belarus Belarus 

UKUK

OmanOman

South AfricaSouth Africa

DenmarkDenmark

NorwayNorway

BangladeshBangladesh

ChinaChina

YemenYemen

AustraliaAustralia

GuatemalaGuatemala

SurinamSurinam

MexicoMexico

GeorgiaGeorgia

RussiaRussia

TajikistanTajikistan

UkraineUkraine

FranceFrance

SenegalSenegal

TurkeyTurkey

JapanJapan

EgyptEgypt

Papua New GuineaPapua New Guinea

Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan 

SyriaSyria

Czech RepublicCzech Republic

SlovakiaSlovakia

GabonGabon

IndiaIndia

ItalyItaly

New ZealandNew Zealand

ArgentinaArgentina

Barbados Barbados 

UzbekistanUzbekistan

ColombiaColombia
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In 2005, the US government commissioned a report 
entitled “Peaking of World Oil Production, 
Impacts, Mitigation and Risk Management” The 
summary of the report warns that "as peaking is 
approached, liquid fuel prices and price volatility 
will increase dramatically, and, without timely 
mitigation, the economic, social, and political costs 
will be unprecedented. Viable mitigation options 
exist on both the supply and demand sides, but to 
have substantial impact, they must be initiated 
more than a decade in advance of peaking."
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Senegalhas increased the price of electricity by 15 percent, 
infuriating consumers already angry with the government 
after months of chronic power cuts. Regular blackouts, 

lasting days in some areas, have disrupted the economy and 
fuelled public anger. The power cuts are largely due to 

problems purchasing increasingly expensive fuel to run 
oil-fired generating plants. Residents deprived of fans and 
refrigerators during the hottest part of the year, when daily 
temperatures rise above 90 degrees, were shocked by an 

unannounced price increase on their latest electricity bills. 

New York Times, October 2006
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Ammonia, Anesthetics, Antihistamines, Artificial limbs, 
Artificial Turf, Antiseptics, Aspirin, Auto Parts, Awnings, 

Balloons, Ballpoint pens, Bandages, Beach Umbrellas, Boats, 
Cameras, Candles, Carpets, Combs, Cortisones, Cosmetics, 

Crayons, Credit Cards, Curtains, Deodorants, Detergents, Dice, 
Nappies, Dolls, Dyes, Glasses, Electrical Wiring Insulation, 

Washers, Fishing Rods, Fertilizer, Fishing Line, Fishing Lures, 
Food Preservatives, False Teeth, Food Packaging, Garden Hose, 
Glue, Hair Coloring, Hair Curlers, Hand Lotion, Hearing Aids, 
Heart Valves, Ink, Insect Repellant, Insecticides, Linoleum, Lip 
Stick, Milk Jugs, Nail Polish, Oil Filters, Panty Hose, Perfume,
Petroleum Jelly, Rubber Cement, Rubbing Alcohol, Shampoo, 
Shaving Cream, Shoes, Toothpaste, Plastic Bags, Upholstery, 

Vitamin Capsules, Water Pipes, Yarn

Things made with oil
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Transition towns, UK
Totnes

Ivybridge
Falmouth

Lewes
Stroud

Ashburton
Glastonbury

Bristol
Brixton

www.transitionculture.org
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