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Wirral Council supports climate chaos

Head in the sand attitude is indefensible as more and more English authorities oppose airport expansion

Across the country, environmentally responsible councils and politicians are acting to stop the devastating effect of airport expansion. Macclesfield borough council stopped Manchester Airport expanding by taking on the airport and winning a planning enquiry. Warwick district council stopped expansion of Coventry airport by taking similar steps, and there is effective action by local councils against expansion at Stansted and Bristol. Environmental protests have stopped new runways at Luton and Birmingham.

Unfortunately, Wirral Council, with the unanimous support of all the mainstream parties, chooses to ignore the severe consequences of the proposed expansion at Liverpool for both the local community and for future generations across the world. The proposed scheme at Liverpool will bring in more flights by larger aircraft, drastically enhance emission of CO2 with all the well-established consequences for climate change globally, together with the major local impacts of noise and air pollution, damaging health and the quality of life on the Wirral.

Moreover, the ill conceived focus on air travel as a development tool leaves our local economy horribly exposed to the inevitable escalation in energy costs as oil supplies contract. Just this week, the International Energy Agency has warned that future oil supplies cannot possibly meet demand leaving oil dependent economies horribly exposed (1).

Airport expansion in Britain is made economically attractive by the massive tax concessions received by the airline and airport industry. Air travel is exempt from tax on fuel, from VAT on tickets and the purchase of new aircraft. This is a subsidy of the order of £10 billion per year, which enables prices to be kept artificially low in competition with other forms of transport which do pay fuel duty. 

Wirral Green Party spokesperson Patrick Cleary added “we are opposed to the expansion of Liverpool Airport because it will be highly and irreversibly damaging to the local and global environment. We call on Wirral Council to change its outdated attitude to the expansion and to oppose it strongly and effectively in partnership with local people.

Note to editors (2):

Air travel is 5.5% of Britain’s CO2 output (not counting return flights or air freight – it is not clear whether official figures include charter flights) Projected airport expansion will take this to of the order of 20%. Due to the emission at high altitude with other gases, the effect of this on global warming is between 2 (very conservative) and 3 times that of ground level emissions so the true impact is now very significant and will become extreme in the near future.

Rich people from the top 3 socioeconomic groups taking multiple foreign holidays and visiting second or third homes abroad carry out 75% of all flying on budget airlines, with the average income of leisure passengers at Stansted over £50,000  

Aviation is the fastest growing source of CO2 emissions.  Emissions from UK aviation have more than doubled since 1990 while emissions from all other UK activities have fallen by about 9%.

Reference:

(1) http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/iea20070707.pdf

(2) Predict and Provide.  Oxford University Environmental Change Institute.  September 2006.  http://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/research/energy/downloads/predictanddecide.pdf
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