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Greens issue a climate chaos challenge

10 ways that Wirral can lead by example and protect our future prosperity
Last week the Green Party challenged the ‘grey’ parties to take on board the clear implications of the Stern report and call a halt to the expansion of Liverpool airport. Sadly the response was a predictable mixture of head in the sand and pass the buck comments that show our local politicians simply haven’t a clue when it comes to preserving our future well being and leading by example in cutting waste and pollution.

Party spokesperson Patrick Cleary says. “Local politicians just don’t get it when it comes to creating a truly sustainable society. They clearly see it as someone else’s responsibility to reduce pollution while at the same time promoting energy intensive development that leaves us horribly exposed as fuel costs soar and resources become more and more depleted.” 

“The Tories say they want more research. How much research do they need to understand that climate chaos is accelerating and that fossil fuels are a finite resource? They seem to think that technology will provide a magic wand when the Stern report clearly shows that profound changes in the way we lead our lives are essential.”

“Labour’s claim that the expansion at JLA is merely moving traffic from other airports is simply not credible.  Everybody knows that as capacity expands so does traffic whether it’s on the roads or in the air. A child can see through their simplistic approach.”

As for the Lib Dems their hypocrisy is truly breathtaking. While trying to pretend they are greener than green they have cravenly facilitated every expansion of what is now the fastest growing airport in the entire country.”

The Green Party’s candidate in New Brighton Cynthia Stonall says “with so many opportunities to promote a more sustainable local economy it is very sad that Wirral Council has its head firmly in the sand. In New Brighton, the rejected Neptune scheme would have led to a massive increase in traffic and food miles and would have decimated existing shops and businesses. Thankfully the Council was humiliated at the public inquiry but events since then show that they have learned nothing and continue to put private sector profit ahead of improving quality of life in Wirral.”
Wirral Council needs to wake up, smell the coffee and start dealing with the realities of the modern world before those realities deal with us. Here are ten steps to a more sustainable Wirral and we urge the Council to action them all without delay.

1. Instead of moaning continuously about the Mersey Tunnel tolls, create a level playing field for Wirral by calling for a congestion charge for Liverpool. This has been massively successful in London in reducing congestion and boosting public transport and cycling.

2. Support renewable energy. While David Cameron is putting a windmill on his house, Wirral Tories are campaigning against wind energy off the North Wales coast. Denmark generates almost 20% of its energy from wind. Britain generates a pitiful 2-3%. Tory nimbys need to get behind renewable energy not fight against it.

3. Instead of wasting Wirral taxpayers’ money and resources on ill conceived and wasteful schemes like the New Brighton Neptune fiasco, Wirral Council should implement a radical overhaul of energy efficiency standards in Council owned offices and housing, thereby saving taxpayers’ money.

4. Implement a war on waste. While Ellesmere Port and Neston recycles 40% of its rubbish, in Wirral its less than 10% and practically the lowest in the entire country despite an acute shortage of landfill space. Simply embarrassing.

5. Better food for kids. One of the best gifts we can give our kids is good nutrition. Wirral Council should ban junk-food vending machines in schools, and replace frozen and processed school dinners with fresh and - where possible – regionally produced organic food.
6. Instead of investing in clean, green public transport, Wirral Council remains wedded to outdated predict and provide thinking. New roads such as the Saughall Massie by-pass simply generate more traffic, increase pollution and congestion while eroding our green space. The Council should implement a moratorium on new roads now and instead invest funds in improving public transport, especially our woeful bus service.

7. Cut speed limits on all residential roads. Create a safer, cleaner Wirral and encourage walking and cycling by following Portsmouth’s lead and pioneering a mandatory 20 mph limit on all residential roads.

8. Get on your bike. Wirral is a compact, densely populated area ideal for cycling yet journeys by bike are pitifully low. Follow the example set by Green councillors in Lancaster and Norwich and help create a comprehensive cycle network so that everyone in Wirral can cycle in safety.

9. In the era of climate chaos and mounting concerns regarding future oil supplies flights between Liverpool, and London are indefensible when rail provides a superior alternative. Merseyside should follow Newquay’s example and impose a surcharge on air ticket sales with funds used to upgrade local leisure and tourism infrastructure in places such as New Brighton.

10. In Britain, energy efficiency standards for new house building are far too puny and poorly enforced. Meanwhile, large parts of Wirral are awash with new apartment developments that put private sector profit ahead of public sector need. Wirral Council needs to radically toughen up its procedures and wage war on energy inefficient developments.
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