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No lesson learned

Council’s craven support for Neptune is a “betrayal of New Brighton’s potential”
The Wirral Green Party is dismayed by Wirral Council’s approval for the Neptune scheme for New Brighton. Bekki Koncienzcy, the party’s candidate for New Brighton ward says: “This is a betrayal of New Brighton’s potential. Despite a hugely expensive public enquiry, no lessons have been learned. If this deeply flawed scheme goes ahead, New Brighton will be blighted by an unwanted, ugly supermarket that will suck money out of the local economy. Wirral’s premier tourist destination will become another tacky clone town and its potential as a unique and special leisure destination will be fatally undermined.”
The Green Party has always insisted that the lock-out agreement with Neptune was a huge mistake and guaranteed from day one that profit would come before people. According to Bekki “New Brighton is a community that is richly diverse and has so much potential for the improvement of existing facilities, it has wonderful open spaces, views and fresh air, a quiet calm atmosphere, a fantastic variety of wildlife and some excellent sailing opportunities which need enhancing not crushing.
At a time when we should be relocalising our economy the Neptune scheme sends us in completely the wrong direction. People don’t want to go shopping in New Brighton. They want to enjoy the fresh air and panoramic views. Moreover, the inevitable increase in food miles and traffic clearly demonstrates the empty rhetoric of the grey parties when it comes to the environment.

It can only be hoped that the North West Development Agency will take a more intelligent, long term view of New Brighton’s huge potential and put the Neptune scheme where it belongs – in the dust bin.”
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